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priest's orders, an old father whom he served according to the custom of
the Order, asked him if he was willing to be ordained priest. Hugh answered
him with simplicity, out of the vehement desire he had of offering daily
to God the holy victim of the altar, that there was nothing in the world
he more earnestly desired. The old man, fearing the danger of presumption
and a want of the great apprehension which everyone is bound to have of
that tremendous function, said to him, with a severe countenance: " How
dare you aspire to a degree, to which no one, how holy soever, is advanced
but with trembling and by constraint? " At this rebuke St Hugh, struck
with holy fear, fell on the ground and begged pardon with many tears.
The other, moved at his humility, told him he knew the purity of his
desires; and said he would be advanced not only to the priesthood, but
also to the episcopal dignity. The saint had passed ten years in his private
cell when the general procuratorship of the monastery was committed to
him: in which weighty charge the reputation of his prudence and sanctity
was spread over all France,

King Henry II of England founded the first house of Carthusian monks
in England at Witham, in Somersetshire; but so great difficulties occurred
in the undertaking, under the two first priors, that the monastery could not
be settled.   The king, therefore, sent Reginald, Bishop of Bath, with other
honourable persons, to the great Chartreuse, to desire that the holy monk,
Hugh, might be sent over to take upon him the government of this monastery.
After much debating in the house, it was determined that it became not
Christian charity so to confine their views to one family as to refuse what
was required for the benefit of many others; and though the saint protested
that of all others he was most unfit for the charge, he was ordered by the
chapter to accompany the deputies to England.   As soon as he landed,
without going to court, he went directly to Witham, and wonderfully com-
forted and encouraged the few monks he found there.   Being sent for by
the king, he received from hi$ royal bounty many presents and a large
provision of all things necessary for his monastery, and set himself to
finish the buildings; at which he worked with his own hands and carried
stones and mortar on his shoulders,   By the humility and meekness of his
deportme&t, and the sanctity of his manners, he gained the hearts of the
most savage and inveterate enemies of that holy foundation, and several
persons, charmed with the piety of the good prior and his little colony,
began to relish their close solitude, and, abandoning the cares of the world,
consecrated themselves to God under the discipline of the saint, who became
in a short time the father of a numerous and flourishing family."   The king,
a$ he returned with his army from Normandy to England, was in great
danger at sea, in a furious storm which defeated all the art of the sailors.
AH fell to their prayers: but their safety seemed despaired of, when the
Icing made aloud the following address to heaven: " O blessed God, whom